1. Exploring Fiction and Nonfiction
2. Characteristics of Fiction 
All works of fiction, no matter how long, short, simple, or complex, share certain elements. 
· Fiction features characters, invented people who experience a series of events, called the plot. Characters always face a conflict, or problem, that sets the plot in motion. 
· It occurs in a time and place, or setting. The setting may be real or imaginary. 
· Fiction is told, or narrated, from the point of view of a character who may or may not be part of the story. 
· It includes a theme, a message or an insight about life. 
Types of Fiction 
Works of fiction can be categorized by length and complexity. 
· A novel is a long work of fiction that is usually presented in segments called chapters. Novels often feature several characters, take place in multiple settings, and concern more than one conflict. In addition to the main plot, a novel may contain subplots, or separate, related stories. 
· A novella is a work of fiction that is longer than a short story but shorter than a novel. 
· A short story is a work of fiction that is brief enough to be read in one sitting. Short stories usually focus on one main plot that is driven by a single conflict. 
Characteristics of Nonfiction 
Works of nonfiction differ from works of fiction in several ways. 
· The people, events, places, and ideas presented in nonfiction are real, not invented. 
· Nonfiction is narrated by an author who is a real person. 
· It presents facts, describes true-life experiences, or discusses ideas. 
· Nonfiction is written for a specific audience, or group of readers. In addition, it addresses a clear purpose, or reason for writing. The audience and purpose influence the type of information a writer includes. 
· Tone, the author’s attitude toward the subject or reader, is displayed through the writer’s word choice and style. 
Types of Nonfiction 
There are four main types, or modes, of nonfiction that are defined by their purposes. 
· Narrative nonfiction tells stories of real-life events. Examples include autobiographies and memoirs. Some narrative nonfiction is reflective writing, which shares the writer’s thoughts and feelings about a personal experience, an idea, or a concern. Examples include reflective essays, personal essays, and journals. 
· Expository nonfiction informs or explains. Examples include analytical essays and research reports. 
· Persuasive nonfiction presents reasons and evidence to convince the reader to act or think in a certain way. Examples include editorials and political speeches. 
· Descriptive nonfiction uses details related to the senses to create mental images for the reader. Examples include character sketches and scientific observations.
3. Essays, Articles, and Speeches 
Essays and articles are short works of nonfiction. Their authors are usually identified and are always real people. Speeches are nonfiction literary works that are delivered by a speaker to an audience. 
· An essay examines and discusses a focused topic, often including the writer’s personal viewpoints. 
· An article provides information about a topic, person, or event. 
· A speech — written to be read aloud— presents a topic and may persuade, inform, explain, or entertain. 
The writer contributes more than information to nonfiction. 
· Style is the particular way in which a writer uses language. Style reflects an author’s personality. Factors that contribute to an author’s style include level of formality, use of figurative language, diction or word choice, sentence patterns, and methods of organization. 
· Tone is the author’s attitude toward both the subject and readers or listeners. In conversations, you can hear a speaker’s tone in the way words and phrases are spoken. When reading, you can “hear” tone in an author’s choice of words and details. The tone of a literary work can often be described with a single word such as: pompous, playful, serious, personal, sarcastic, or friendly . 
· Perspective is the viewpoint or opinion an author expresses about the subject, either directly or indirectly. Bias occurs when a writer makes a one-sided presentation (for example, by ignoring relevant facts or by using emotional language that unfairly sways readers’ or listeners’ feelings). 
· Purpose is the author’s reason for writing. Common purposes are to inform, to persuade, to honor, to entertain, to explain, and to warn. 
Types of Essays 
Essays can be categorized by the author’s purpose. These are common essay types: 
· A narrative essay tells a story of actual events or an individual’s life experiences. 
· A descriptive essay creates an impression about a person, an object, or an experience by presenting physical details of sight, sound, smell, touch, or taste. 
· An expository essay provides information, discusses ideas, or explains a process. 
· A persuasive essay attempts to convince readers to take a specific course of action or adopt the writer’s viewpoint. 
· A reflective essay expresses the writer’s thoughts and feelings in response to a personal experience or to an idea. 
  
  
Figurative Language- 
Writing that is not meant to be taken literally. It is used to create vivid impressions by comparing two unlike things.
She was as big as a house.
Here hair glowed like fire.
Metaphor is a direct comparison
if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Simile is an indirect comparison
She was as big as a house
Plot-the events of a story. A story must a have an exposition, rising action, climax, and falling action. (Beginning, Middle, and End)

Setting is the time and place of a story

Theme is the big idea in the story

Conflict- the big problem in the story -
Man against Man - where a character or characters in a story pose a problem to another.-
Man against Nature - where natural conditions (calamities and disasters) pose a problem to the character(s).-
Man against Himself - where the character's own imperfections pose a problem to the character.
Man against Society - where the rules, norms, values, systems and structures of a society pose a problem to the characters.

Irony is the difference between appearance and reality.

mood the feeling a story creates in the reader
eerie, suspenseful, dark, spooky
uplifting, sad, funny

Dialect is the form of language spoken by a particular group.
Dialect effects the pronunciation, vocabulary, and sentence structure.

Characterization creating and developing a characters personality and appearance. Characterization is done through action, dialogue, and description.

Foreshadowing-hints to future events in the story.
Foreshadowing in MDG (the shots, animal cry, and blood Rainsford sees on the island) 
Protagonist: Main Character in the story 
Antagonist: The person the character struggles against
(these characters are not always good or bad)

Dynamic and Static characters
Dynamic character is a character who changes during the course of the story. (Rainsford)
Static character is a character who stays the same. (Grandma Cain) 
Point of View  
Point of view is the perspective from which a story is narrated, or told. 
· First-person point of view: The narrator is a character who participates in the action of the story and uses the first-person pronouns I and me to describe himself or herself. 
· Third-person point of view: The narrator is not a character in the story but is a voice outside the action. The narrator uses the third-person pronouns he, she, him, her, they, and them to refer to all characters. There are two kinds of third-person point of view. In the third-person omniscient point of view, the narrator knows everything, including the thoughts and feelings of all the characters. In the third-person limited point of view, the narrator sees things through one character’s eyes and reveals that character’s feeling and thoughts. The narrator can describe what other characters do or say but not what they feel or think.   
Point of view affects the type of information a reader receives. 
· The first-person point of view in “The Girl Who Can” allows the reader to know all of the narrator’s inner thoughts. Her sense of the world shapes the reader’s experience of the story. 
· By contrast, the omniscient point of view used in “Checkouts” lets the reader see opportunities the main characters do not even know they have. 
Comparing Themes 
Theme is the central message or insight about life that is conveyed through a short story, an essay, or other literary work. Sometimes, the theme is stated directly. More often, it is suggested indirectly through the words and experiences of the characters or through the events of a story. 
The development of theme depends in part on the genre, or form, of the work. 
· Nonfiction: In nonfiction literature, such as essays, the theme is usually stated directly as a main idea. Because the structure , or organization, of nonfiction writing varies, the theme may be stated in the beginning, the middle, or the end of a work. The writer supports, or proves, the idea with facts, details, and examples. 
· Fiction and poetry: In most short stories, novels, poetry, and plays, the theme is implied, or suggested. Readers must figure out the theme by looking at the ideas expressed through story events, characters’ statements and actions, or patterns of related images and ideas called motifs . 
Both of the following selections address the topics of the environment. However, the selections are different genres. “If I Forget Thee, Oh Earth” is a short story, and the excerpt from Silent Spring is a work of nonfiction. As you read, use a Venn diagram like the one shown to compare the themes and the ways in which each author develops them. 
Poetry Terms 
Poetry a rhythmic compressed language that uses comparisons and images to appeal to a reader's imagination and emotions. 
Narrative poetry-a poem that tells a story 
Lyric poetry-a pome that expresses emotion 
Ballad-a poem that is meant to be sung 
Rhyme-two or more words that repeat the same sound 
Meter-the words create a kind of beat 
Symbols-Some words feel special. They represent something beyond their literal meaning. 
Repetition- Some phrases or words are repeated. 
Hyperbole-extreme exaggeration 
Meter-alternating lines of stressed and unstressed syllables that create a beat.

Common meter- alternating lines of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter.

Syllable- the smallest unit of spoken language

Iamb-two syllable units. Stress is placed on the second syllable

Tetrameter- four iambs (8 syllables that have a unstressed, stressed pattern)

Trimeter-three iambs (6 syllables that have a unstressed, stressed pattern) 
Drama Terms 

Contradiction between a character’s understanding and the actual situation

Aside
Short remark/speech delivered only for audience’s benefit
Often sarcastic
Usually reveal character’s true feelings, unbeknown to others on stage
Audiences tend to connect with characters who deliver asides, as they feel like their confidant

Soliloquy
Long speech while character is on stage alone
Audience is supposedly overhearing the private thoughts of character
Usually reveal character’s true feelings

Monologue
Long speech addressing other characters on stage
“Friends, Romans, countrymen…lend me your ears.” (Julius Caesar)

Script
A script is the written words and directions of a play
Plot
The plot is the storyline or arrangement of action.

Character
A character is a person portrayed in a drama.

Story Organization
The story organization is how a story is told – the beginning, middle and end.

Setting
The setting is where the action takes place.

Dialogue
A dialogue is a spoken conversation between two characters.

Scenery
The scenery is theatrical equipment such as curtains, backdrops, and platforms to communicate the environment. An example might be trees to show a forest environment.


Acts and scenes are the basic units of drama. A drama may consist of one or more acts, each of which may contain any number of scenes.

Stage directions tell how the work is to be performed, or staged. Providing details about sets, lighting, sound effects, props, costumes, and acting, directions are often printed in italics and set off in brackets. Some playwrights use abbreviations to provide additional direction about where on or offstage a speech may be delivered. These include O.S. for offstage; D.S., for downstage, or close to the audience, and U.S. for upstage, or far from the audience. 
EOC TERMS 
Style is the particular way in which a writer uses language. Style reflects an author’s personality. Factors that contribute to an author’s style include level of formality, use of figurative language, diction or word choice, sentence patterns, and methods of organization.

Tone is the author’s attitude toward both the subject and readers or listeners. In conversations, you can hear a speaker’s tone in the way words and phrases are spoken. When reading, you can “hear” tone in an author’s choice of words and details. The tone of a literary work can often be described with a single word such as: pompous, playful, serious, personal, sarcastic, or friendly .

Perspective is the viewpoint or opinion an author expresses about the subject, either directly or indirectly. Bias occurs when a writer makes a one-sided presentation (for example, by ignoring relevant facts or by using emotional language that unfairly sways readers’ or listeners’ feelings).

Purpose is the author’s reason for writing. Common purposes are to inform, to persuade, to honor, to entertain, to explain, and to warn. 
Exploring Themes in Literature 
Universal Themes in the Oral Tradition 
Written literature grew out of the oral tradition, the passing of stories, poems, and sayings by word of mouth. Around campfires and at other gatherings, people told tales about love, ambition, and friendship. Expressing their human concerns in stories, they explored universal themes, insights into life that are true for many different times and cultures. The following are examples of common universal themes: 
· the importance of heroism 
· the power of love 
· the strength of loyalty 
· the dangers of greed 
Storytellers explored such themes by means of archetypes, the situations, characters, images, and symbols that appear in the tales of various cultures. Here are some important archetypes: 
· the hero’s quest, in which a brave or clever person undergoes tests or trials while searching for something of great value 
· the struggle between the protagonist, the main character, and the antagonist, a person or force that opposes the protagonist 
· the monster, a nonhuman or semi-human creature that menaces human society and must be destroyed by the hero 
· the trickster, a clever character who can fool others but often gets into trouble through curiosity 
· the circle as a symbol of loyalty, completion, or protection 
The historical context is the social and cultural background of a particular tale. This context influences the presentation of archetypes. Yet, even with cultural variations, one can recognize archetypes across time and culture. 
Forms That Express Universal Themes 
Anonymous storytellers developed various forms to express universal themes and archetypes. At first, these forms lived only in the memory, and a tale might vary with every telling. Later in history, stories were written down and individual authors emerged. 
· Myths explain the actions of gods and the humans who interact with them. Myths also explain the causes of natural phenomena. 
· Folk tales focus on human or animal heroes and, unlike myths, are not primarily concerned with gods or creation. 
· Legends are folk tales that recount the adventures of a human hero and are based on a historical truth. A legend told in an exaggerated way is a tall tale. 
· Epics are long narrative poems that describe the exploits of a larger-than-life heros. The hero usually engages in a dangerous journey or quest that is important to the history of a group or culture. 
All of these narrative forms express the values, ideals, and behaviors cherished by a society. Shared values are held in common by people across cultures. In contrast, culturally distinct values are specific to a group. In a literary work, cultural details are the beliefs, traditions, and customs that reflect a particular society. Modern literature, though written by individuals rather than fashioned by a group, can also express universal themes. 
 Other terms from the Epic 
in medias res A story that starts in the middle of the action 
Homeric simile A long simile that runs for several lines 
 epithet is a descriptive word or phrase accompanying or occurring in place of the name of a person or thing. Athena is the only one described 'grey-eyed'. 
Archetypes- reoccurring images, symbols, characters, patterns, and settings that give literature unity. The occur repeatedly in the literature of all ages.   
Grammar 
Action Verb-A verb is an action anything you can do is a verb.
Run, jump, play, read, think, wish, create, cry, panic, fart

Being Verb- a verb is a state of being. Being means the words: be, been, being, is, are, and was, were

Helping Verbs-Being verbs are called helping verbs when they are next to action verbs.
Be, been, being, is, are, was, and were
was being, should be, had been, might have been
do, does, did,
shall, should, will, would, can, could,
may, might, must

Helping verbs are next to action verbs. Helping verbs help complete the action.
Be, been, being, is, are, was, and were
was being, should be, had been, might have been
do, does, did,
shall, should, will, would, can, could,
may, might, must
Find the verbs in these sentences
I should have finished my homework.
I am running five miles tonight.
Michael will be talking to his mother tomorrow.


Noun is a person place thing or idea

Concrete noun is a person place or thing

Abstract noun is an idea

Pronoun takes the place of nouns that name a person or thing
I, me, she, her, he, him, we, you, they, it

Adjective describe a noun
young, pretty, sexy, red, tall, short, fat, gooey
Adverb describes a verb, adjective, or an adverb
very, often, slow, fast,

He skillfully creates superb dishes.
Nan played exceptionally well this spring.
We eagerly went to the beach.

Interjection a word that expresses emotion. It has no other relations to any other words in the sentence. oh, wow, yikes
Conjunction join words and sentences together
and, but, or, nor, so, yet
My sister and I went to school.
The dog died but not the cat.
We played and ate all day.
My mom is a nurse, and my dad is a doctor.

A Complete Sentence-has a noun, a verb, and a complete thought.

Sentences that can be used to correct run-on sentences

A run-on sentence is complete sentences smashed together as one. Here are three options for correcting a run-on.

Example run-on
Kelly came with us, Sue stayed home.

This sentence is wrong because a comma is not strong enough to hold to ideas together. 

Option 1 A comma and a conjunction 
Kelly came with us, but Sue stayed home.

Option 2 Semicolon
Kelly came with us; Sue stayed home.

Option 3 Complex Sentence
Although Kelly came with us, Sue stayed home. 
EOC GRAMMAR RULES REVIEW 
  
FOUR WAYS TO COMBINE SENTENCES  
1. Use a period (S1. S2.)  
Ø  The girl liked the boy. The boy did not like the girl.  
2. Use a semicolon (S1; s2.)  
Ø  The girl liked the boy; the boy did not like the girl.  
3. Use a comma and a conjunction (S1, cc s2.)  
Ø  The girl liked the boy, but the boy did not like the girl.  
4. Use a semicolon, a transition word, and a comma (S1; t, s2.)  
Ø  The girl liked the boy; however, the boy did not like the girl.  
COMMA RULES  
1. Between two adjectives of equal rank  
Ø  The hot, sandy beach is beautiful.  
2. Between three or more parallel items in a series  
Ø  I like hiking, running, and bowling.  
Ø  Jennifer ate cereal, grapefruit, and bacon.  
Ø  I went to the mall, played with my dog, and ran six miles.  
3. After introductory phrases  
Ø  In the middle of the night, I got up to get some water.  
Ø  Under the large oak tree, we ate grapes and crackers.  
Ø  When I am late for school, my first period teacher gets angry.  
Ø  If you won’t leave me alone, I will go to the principal.  
Ø  As you can see, our football team is the best.  
Ø  Although I really like Italian food, Chinese is my favorite.  
4. To introduce quotes or to end quotes and continue a thought  
Ø  John said, “Come here for a second.”  
Ø  “You are so funny,” Amy laughed.  
5. To set off nouns of direct address (in other words, to set off names when someone is talking to someone else and using his or her name)  
Ø  Tim, could you come here?  
Ø  Just listen, Maggie, and you will understand what I am talking about.  
Ø  I really want you to come back home, Ted.  
6. To set off nonessential information (extra information that is not needed to make the sentence a complete thought)  
Ø  The interstate, which was built in 1953, makes it easier to get to work.  
Ø  Morganton, located twenty miles from here, is overpopulated.  
Ø  The math teacher, I believe, is the best we have.  
Ø  This class, in my opinion, is very boring.  
7. To set off appositives (when something is renamed)  
Ø  Kim, a girl in my class, yelled at the teacher.  
Ø  Mrs. Jones, my third grade teacher, was really nice.  
8. Between two sentences joined with a conjunction (FANBOYS = for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)  
Ø  I like to play basketball, and I like to play football.  
Ø  Jennifer runs track, but she doesn’t play volleyball.  
Ø  I can go with you, or I can stay at John’s house.  
Ø  I will study, for I want to go to college.  
Ø  She does not like carrots, so she picked them out of her salad.  
9. Between a city and a state  
Ø  I live in Asheville, North Carolina.  
Ø  I work in Marion, North Carolina.  
  
CAPITALIZATION  
1. Capitalize proper nouns  
2. Capitalize all languages, continents, countries, cities, and nationalities  
Ø  American, British, German, New York, Russian, South America, Marion, Georgia, Vietnamese, etc.  
  
WATCH FOR SPELLING ERRORS  
  
PARALLELISM  
1. The same grammatical forms/structures must be used to balance related ideas in a sentence  
Ø  I like to run, to play, and to sing.  
Ø  I enjoy going to the mountains, traveling to the beach, and flying to the Bahamas.  
Ø  My parents promised to buy me a video camera and to let me use it on a field trip.  
  
REMEMBER THE CORRECT FORM OF PRONOUNS  
1. These are not words: Hisself, Theirself, Theirselves, Themselfs  
2. These are the correct words: Himself and Themselves  
  
7. “Lets” is NOT a word (you must use an apostrophe before the s!)  
1. Let’s = let us   
Ø  Let’s go to the mall.  
Ø  Let’s eat at McDonald’s.  
  
PUNCTUATING TITLES  
1. Underline anything that can stand alone  
Ø  Novels  
Ø  Plays  
Ø  Epics  
Ø  Movies  
Ø  CDs  
2. Use quotations marks for anything that is shorter or is a part of something larger  
Ø  Short Stories  
Ø  Poems  
Ø  Songs  
Ø  Television Programs  
3. Some of the selections we read in English I are To Kill a Mockingbird, “The Scarlet Ibis,” The Odyssey, “Casey at the Bat,” and Romeo and Juliet.  
4. My favorite song is “Crash Into Me,” and my favorite album is Purple Rain.  
  
VERB TENSE IN A PASSAGE  
1. Remember that most selections are written in present tense. If the verb in question is in past tense, quickly scan other verbs in the selection to see what tense they are in . . . Nine times out of ten, the passage will be written in present tense.  
  
  
  
WRITE OUT NUMBERS  
1. Always write out numbers 1 – 10  
Ø  I have one cat and two dogs.  
Ø  My family owns three cars.  
2. Write out numbers 10 – 99 if there is a choice  
3. Always write out any number that begins a sentence (even if it is larger than 100)  
Ø  Four hundred men marched through Berlin.  
Ø  One million dollars is the prize money.  
  
INTERRUPTING WORDS  
1. Some words can function as both transition words and interrupters  
Ø  These transition words come between two complete sentences. They are preceded by a semicolon and followed by a comma.  
1.      I like lasagna; however, spaghetti is my favorite food.  
2.      Jenna is pretty; moreover, she is homecoming queen.  
3.      I run cross country; furthermore, I run track.  
Ø  These interrupters simply interrupt the normal flow of the sentence and do not join two sentences. Commas surround them.  
1.      Sheila, however, is too loud.  
2.      I ran to the store, but John, however, walked.  
3.      However, the mall closes at nine.  
  
DOUBLE NEGATIVES  
1. Do not use two negative words in one sentence  
Ø  Not, no, none, nothing, never, hardly, barely, scarcely   
Ø  couldn’t, shouldn’t, wouldn’t, won’t, can’t, couldn’t, don’t, doesn’t, wasn’t, isn’t, weren’t, aren’t  
  
SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  
1. Singular subjects require singular verbs (singular verbs end in “s”)  
Ø  Ms. Ward wants her students to do well on the EOC.  
2. Plural subjects require plural verbs (plural verbs do not end in “s”)  
Ø  The students want to do well on the EOC.  
3. Make sure you identify the true subject à your subject will not come after the preposition “of”  
Ø  One of the girls wants to go to the dance.  
Ø  Many of the students want to go to the dance.  
  
ACTIVE VS. PASSIVE VOICE  
1. Use active voice in writing  
2. Active Voice = subject comes before the verb  
Ø  Ms. Ward teaches her students English.  
3. Passive Voice = verb comes before the subject  
Ø  The students are taught English by Ms. Ward.  
4. To find the subject, identify the verb and ask who or what is completing the action of the verb à make sure the sentence is active by determining if the subject appears before the verb in the sentence à if not, re-write the sentence by moving the subject in front of the verb and making the verb agree with the new subject  
  
  
  
POSSESSIVE NOUNS  
1. Be sure apostrophes in possessive nouns are used correctly  
2. Rules for making nouns possessive  
Ø  Singular: add ‘s (cat’s tail)  
Ø  Plural that ends in “s”: add ‘ after the s (cats’ tails)  
Ø  Plural that doesn’t end in “s”: add ‘s (children’s books)  
3. Remember not to put apostrophes in possessive pronouns  
Ø  His, hers, yours, ours, theirs, its  
  
INCORRECT USAGE  
1. Would of, should of, could of à INCORRECT!  
Ø  Would have, should have, could have  
  
FRAGMENTS  
1. Group of words that does not express a complete thought  
2. Make sure the sentence has a subject and a verb and expresses a complete thought  
  
RUN-ONS  
1. Two or more sentences joined incorrectly  
Ø  No punctuation or conjunctions  
Ø  No comma before coordinating conjunction  
Ø  Several sentences joined with conjunctions  
Ø  Two sentences joined with only a comma  
  
COMMA SPLICE     
1. Incorrectly joining two sentences with only a comma  
2. Must put a conjunction after the comma  
Ø  I was sick on Monday, I stayed home from school. (comma splice)  
Ø  I was sick on Monday, so I stayed home from school. (correct)  
  
Your = possessive pronoun (means belonging to you)  
You’re = contraction of “you are”  
1. Your mother wants you to call her.  
2. You’re going to do well on this test, right?  
  
21. Their = possessive pronoun (means belonging to them)  
There = referring to a place or point  
They’re = contraction of “they are”  
a.      Their mother wants them to come home.  
b.      The tree over there is the one we want to climb.  
c.      They’re coming to the movies with us tonight.  
  
22. Its = possessive pronoun (means belonging to it)  
It’s = contraction of “it is”  
1. It’s a crying shame you failed that test.  
b. I have a dog. Its mother was a boxer, and its father was a golden lab.  
CONCEPTS TESTED ON THE ENGLISH EOC 
  
1.      Identify and correct run-ons 
2.      Identify and correct fragments 
3.      Identify and correct comma splices 
4.      Identify and correct double negatives 
5.      Use correct subject-verb agreement 
6.      Maintain correct verb tense consistency 
7.      Correct apostrophe usage in possessive nouns 
8.      Difference between active and passive voice 
9.      Difference between it’s and its 
10.  Difference between your and you’re 
11.  Difference between there, their, they’re 
12.  Parallel structure in sentences 
13.  Comma rules 
14.  Sentence combining rules 
15.  Correct forms of pronouns 
16.  All literary terms 
17.  Difference between literary genres 
18.  Various purposes of writing 
19.  Ability to analyze literature 
20.  Ability to comprehend literature 
