
MLA 
Formatting



Why do we need to know it?
➢ Will be used in high school and college
➢ Will be used in almost all essays
➢ Helps you make citations to prevent plagiarism
➢ Makes things credible/professional



1. From the Top
Header:

Name, Instructor, Class (English 1), Date

Heading:

Last name then page number



2. Formatting
➢ Center title of paper with no extra space 

between header or essay

➢ Double space

➢ Times New Roman

➢ 12 pt 

➢ 1-inch margins

➢ Indent first sentence of new paragraph



3. In-Text Citations
In Text 1. Quote

2. In parentheses
a. Author’s name 

b. Page number

c. Nothing more! No symbols, dashes, 

commas, etc.

3. Punctuation for the sentence is the very 

last thing, whether it’s a period, 

exclamation point, or question mark.

Be sure it lines up with what your citation is!



4. Works Cited
➢ Citation generator

○ Citation machine

○ Easybib.com

■ Be sure to double-check

any citations generated

by a website!



Confusion? Visit 
Purdue OWL or ask 
for help! :)


